Making a
Difference...

One Storm
Drain at
a Time

News. Turn on the television
Browse the Infernet,
At times it seems

parts, hopeless
forecasts on senseless crimes, the
state of our economy, and the
abilities. of cur next generation.
But we know better, don't we'
We see our ellow nelghbors ight-
ing o suppert their families, We
witress the American spirit rising
above the reported mumbers, in-
o thrive. . and

listen only o the negative reports
on the state of our youth, we may
el s our parents did when we
defended Elvis for shaking his

of k

the beneftsof Spoace Invadars and
the new age of the computer, of
unsuccessfully explained why we
found Spiceoli from Fast Times
50 hilarious. They mey not have
ahvays agreed with our choices,
an surely they worried, but deep
down they believed in us. Just a5
we believe in our own

“The truth is, we have just as much
reason o believe in the next gen.
aration as we did n the many ger-
Rk e BNl
any proud parent or grandpare

o BRI, cosch
youth leader, music director or

countless
tots,

way
through the tough times ta prove.

once again, we 8¢ Surivors and
we will net only succeed, we will
st

We also se something else. We
seeour dhidren. Understandably.
we wérry about how the actions
of foday wil affict their workd
tomcevonw, and we wonder if they
e properly prepared, intellectu-
allyand emotionally, 1o handle
what may com thair way,

butthey aso see bright minds,ta-
ent, imventive ideas and a limitiess
passion to succeed.

Pecan Grove, like many other
communities, s  plethora of
amazing young folks to s
abou rove

‘ular, o ke  highight the
efforts of one very special young
man who took an an important
project very dase ko our hoarts.

As stated in the

sary and benefi-
cial Storm Water

Management Flan
(SWMP). The re-
quired plan -

4

Ry Hadhed, Eagl
joint effort between the Texas
Commission en Enviranmental
Quality [TCEQ) and local water
providers - helps ta educate the
public on the dangers of polisting
cur waterways and implements
programs to curb the effects

Ryan Hadfeld an Esgle Scout
with local troop 1656] recently hit
the strects of Pocan Grave with 30
ther scouts.and adults 10 educate

unteers to place round placarks o1
each sewer drain asking residents
to refrain from disposing of Lwn
clippings and refuse in our water
drainage system.

“We are trying 1o being an aware-
ness to local residents of the in-
pact these drainage systems have
not anly on helping with flooding
isues, but alsa with the environ-
mental impact # has on our lacal

. "o that e seema mich
ensier 10 st blow your grass clip-



pings into the drainage opening
and that your small amaunt wor't
b, but # all acds up and eon-
gests our system. When the next
hard rain eomes along, it makes
it very difficul for the drains to
clear our streets, which results in
fiooding.

In addition to floading Issues,
Ryan has also leared that pol-
hutants can have dire effects down
the line.

"Many times chemicals are dis-
posed of in our systems, which
make thelr way o out river and
bifbutaries, and eventually info
the Gulf of Mesico.” Hadfekd ex:
plaincd. “Tris meates o bichazard
for our fish and widi

The “NO DUMPING” inlet mark.
ers adhered 1o the storm drains are
e part of the public education
and public involvement require.
mants outlined by the TCEQ in
their five-vear plan with Pecan
Growe MUD. Ryan chase tis as
he

“I'd like to thank Mr. Andy Phelps
= whe works with Pecan Grove
MUD operatcr, EDP ~ for help-
ing me to initiate this project and
providing many of the wopples

o, - s Wt hemk
all of the scouts, scout keaders and
acults who helped cut, Randall's
for providing snacks, drinks, an ce
carrier and the tofe bags for carry-
ing work supples, Ace Hardware
flr providing work gioves, Domi-
108 Pizza and Subway for their
contributions toward lunch, and
the many friends and family for
monetary donations that helped
‘50 musch with this project.”

fiyan, who started out as a Tiger
Cub Scout with Pack 1880 in
Richmond in 1999 and joined
Scout Troop 1656 In Richmand
2003, is & senior ol Wiliam B.
“Travis High School and wil grach:-
ate with the class of 2010, We
wish him the best of luck during
Hi il i ighchociand n

tP
is conmaitied fo keey n:l(mrland
and waterways safe and believes
in the enwironmental and conser-
wation objectives of the project.

s part of this important effort
Ryan worked with velunteers to
place approximately 350 placards
from Plantation Road theough the
north side of Pecan Grove, The
process included cleaning the
cement with wire brushes where
placards were to be placed,

ingt heavy-duty adhesive onto the
back of gach placard, and adher-
ing each above the d
could be szen by residents. Each
scout carned appronimately four
hours of service time toward rank
advancement and merit badges.

Special thanks a5 well 10 o the
scouts and adulis who assisted n
this special project. We hape to
see them continue 1o be respon-
sible and active stewards of this
arth today and beyond. Scouts:

Kamron Conover, Kyle Conover,

Bradley Cox, Clayton Coyle,
nia, Jonathon Evans,

ard Gonzakes, Robert Gonaales,
Brendan Hadfield, Brett Hadfield,
Russef Harmisan, Talon Hill, Zach-
. Andrew Mueler,

Gonzales, Troy Lawrence, Mark
Walquist and Ryari's parents, Phil
and Kim Hadfield.

As residents of Pecan Grove, we
are especially proud of o the
gueat things our you
g 1o make a difleenc.. If ;m
have a story that you would e us
o share with our neighbors,

give us a eall at 251-238-5000
or write us via our webs
wunw pecangrovermud con

A Well-Deserved Meal for the Volunteers




