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Twin brothers earn Eagle Scout Award
~ Andrew, Brandon Walquist honored for Scouting’s top honor

~.‘Twin brothers Andrew and
Brandon Walguist with Boy
Scout Troop 1656, chartered
through Sacred Heart Catho-
lic Church in Richmond, both
were recently honored in a spe-
cial Eagle Scout Court of Honor
ceremony held at First United
Methodist Church in Rosen-

berg.

.Chase Adams was the Mas-

ter of Ceremonies. The court
opened with a welcome and
prayer by Al Williams. Russell
Harrison led the Presentation
and Retirement of Colors.
. The Color Guard consisted
of Bradley Cox, Clayton Coyle,
Robert Garza and Taran Garza.
Richard Harrison, their former
Scoutmaster; led the Scout Law
Candle Lighting Ceremony with
the help of Christopher Byrd.

Assistant Scoutmaster Ro-
land Garza followed with “The

rail to Eagle” assisted by Reid
Williams. Mrs. Darrin Ham-
mons, presented congratulation
letters from numerous dignitar-
ies.

Mrs. Gus Evans then spoke
of her memories of Andrew and
Brandon over the years, begin-
ning with her being their first
grade teacher, helping them
along in the Scouting program
and now the honor of seging
them achieve Bagle status.
~.Chris Adams, current Scout-

master, then read “1 Am the
Eagle" and Curt Johnson, their
former Scoutmaster, present-
ed the “Eagle Challenge and
Charge.”

Andrew and Brandon were
then both presented with Ea-
gle Scout Awards and honored
their parents with pins. The
Ben Carter Jr. Silver Dollar Me-
morial Coin was presented to
them, given to each 1656 Eagle
Scout.

They were also presented
with a Flag Retirement Grom-

met for patriotism and good for-
fune.
After the  presentation

awards, Andrew and Brandon
thanked their parents, Fran
and Mark Walquist; Seout lead-
ers and other adults and fellow
scouts for helping them achieve
this notable honor:

Williams gave the benedic-
tion, and the color guard retired
the colors. A reception followed
the ceremony in the Fellowship
Hall.

For such a distinguished
honor, friends and relatives
were happy to travel great
distances to attend. Relatives

aunt Janis Knorr, cousing Eric
and Amanda Knorr from New
York, their older brother Eric
Walquist from Chicago, and sis-
ter Kirsten Walquist from Dal-
las,

To attain the rank of Eagle, a
Scout earns the ranks of Scout,
Tenderfoot, Second Class, First
Class, Star, Life and Eagle.

The first few ranks focus on
first aid and life skills as well
as service to the community
The later ranks reinforee these
skills and add leadership and
additional service, with a major
Eagle Scout Project to complete
at the rank of Life. i

Brandon’s Eagle Scout Lead-
ership Project supported the
Joy Lutheran Church on FM
359 in Richmond. It consisted of
coordinating and managing the
planting of a unique variety of
trees that included of live oak,
red bud, Chinese fringe, Ameri-
can elm, Chinese pistache and
lace bark elm. ;

He managed installing an ir-
rigation system for them. ©

For Andrew's Eagle ut
Leadership Project, he man-
aged enhancing the current

luded grandparents, Lo-
retta and Bernard Walquist
from Upper Michigan, George
and Mary Muster from lower
Michigan, Stanley and Rena
Goldstein from Houston, their

i and beautifying
an area for the Administration
Building at First United Meth-
odist Church in Rosenberz.
The management of his proj-
ect included expanding on the

d their Eagle awards.

The Walquist twins tly

current shrubbery and trans-
forming the landscaping into a
flowering prayer garden using
red bud trees, ligustrum trees,
azalea bushes, Chinese fringe
bushes, foxtail ferns and eolor-
ful petunias.

His work team also installed
a prayer bench and stepping
stones.

Andrew and Brandon attend
William B. Travis High School
and both will be seniors this




